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good sense. The mistake lies in the erroneous
suggestions which we have endured from childhood.

X. The glittering happiness of the rich recalls
the sumptuous appearance of certain plants.
Covered with a riot of leaves, stems, tubers, shoots,
they attract and charm our eyes. A superficial
observer pauses before them, dazzled. His ignor-
ance conceals from him the drawbacks of their
existence. He does not know that they rarely
blossom. Neither is he aware that when they do
succeed in flowering, they do not produce seeds.

The worship of wealth dates, probably, from the
first modification which occurred in the means of
exchange among the men of the Stone Age.
Always revered, almost never opposed, wealth
has among its most fervent worshippers many
religions and their priests, the civil power and its
upholders, soldiers, philosophers, and writers.

There was a time in Rome and in ancient
Egypt, when the philosophers, like the women of
our day, took little dogs to walk, after having
taught their mistresses contempt for wealth. . . .
Doubtless their lessons did not change the face
of affairs.

The religion of gold is the oldest institution in the
world. Its reign, a very permanent one, seems
the most solid of them all. While every belief